THE    LAST   DAYS    OF   MADRID

Engineer Font de Mora, who on account of his political
behaviour could act as a guarantee of neutrality for both
sides. It was unanimously agreed to receive Senor Font de
Mora's visit.

A few minutes later, when we had met this gentleman,
he explained that the Nationalists wished to avoid blood-
shed at all costs, and that acting in accord with the
consulates, they had themselves prepared the Patronal
Building so that some two thousand of those who might be
held responsible could take refuge in it and that they
would remain completely guaranteed by the following
conditions: Guarantee of their being able to leave Spain if
they wished it. An enquiry would be held of all who were
there and those who had committed crimes of bloodshed
would be obliged to leave Spain, and means would be
provided for these. The others could remain there for
some time and decide whether they wished to remain or
leave the country.

He explained, moreover, the wish of the Nationalists
that in order to give some calm to Valencia (so necessary
in those grave moments), it would be a good thing if we
arranged for the relief of the Military Commandant,
General Aranguren, and the Civil Governor, Senor
Molina Conejero.

When we had heard the proposal which the Nationalists
had made through Senor Font de Mora, the Council
arranged that he should wait in an anteroom to hear our
opinion. After a short discussion the Council unanimously
decided to receive the Nationalists to table their
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